The greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it is 
the illusion of knowledge 

— Stephen Hawking 
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'What led man to create God?" 


Rel igion a nd gods perhaps took shape to pnovid e security to hu mans who were fearfu I of the u nknown, writes farida khanam 



liJGCtMfch I Oh TH t UtAO. PAllTTihGOh PAP V fill S 


T hu way h. li^iLnj LrLrrk' into L 1C- 
iuy;. OF evolved in the initial 
SU^CS t. J30L aLturdldy ktlOWtl 
Lap UL H LftveYLT. ]]|.|]]V tlMOrUm a lid 

scholars widely inukit lIul lElc need 
Llp worship aiJhl bellCvC ill a God OF 

Bcilkg IkkUHl lUYL" H IT liM M jLi d 11 J the 

mind offMir tidy aUCtSlOH dux' tn the 
leelin^ LpFlLvLr. Mart Ikjd i n? kmjwledfle 
of Lite world around h iifek. 

Every luLurjl phenomenon was 
ru^nied as something: up he terrilied 
Lhl : ait unknown force, something Uak- 
explainable and beyond UnderMimd- 
Ll^aikd nlLriluLled Up LfcLe WLKrk oflhn 
unseen, unknown lorcc. So, far early 
human beings,^ need ilp please of 
prop hull 1 : lEll- unknown jkowcfful Be- 
iny; must have arisen. 

Religion 111 j 1 , Ikave been created to 
give oneself the feeling c'pf security in 
ask i UHL - *. urc wnrld. Cri\ iny; a fotm IO 
Linn unknown power ill dillerenl ways, 
lik die limn ofaninub, sonic obreure 
ITyrrris, trees lIi.lL jpptkLied unnatural, 
j]kd the e^rLli lL'-l'I f. y^ive m.in a feeling 
of control Lwerbis environment. 

TIll- earliest evidence of religion 


can Lhc ihiLiid in excavations of buri al 
siies.Tbc human burial remains indi- 
eaie ,l »tt of ritual burial. wld elk rep- 
resented aik imnetm ollile and death. 
.Li id a possible betel: - hi ibe afterlife. 
Philip 1 . i L- 1 1 -_t a 3 3 a 1 j sulo Lltai ""burials 
with grave goods dearly reli- 

gious practices and concern for like 
Jl-jiI lIul transcend* djLLy Life." 

SueEt early evident can he seen 


bom Aiapurrca in ^kun t where bona 
of annual il 30 humans have been 
I bund in a piL. Ney nderLb.il s are jIshi 
believed 10 have buried ilieir dead. 
Skeletons were found in shallow 
p rive s w i lEl Slone tools and .lei ina.i I 
hones, -which historians l^liev^poducs 
ll'p tike emoLional efifliicu of Lire liv- 
ing with tike deceased and a possible 
belief in iEll- afterlife. The earliest 


known burial ofmudern humans is 
found in a Lave in hrael ha a plate 
tailed Qafkeh. These remains luv e 
been dated to 1 year* a^u. A 

variety of good* were aho found ai 
ilae burial site. 

Symbols ait used lo indicate or 
represent something. And they have 
been used in religion linee an Lit ml 
limes. Archaeologist Steven Mudktn 
contends Lltai h Lh eornmon for reli- 
gioit h pr.n lSll-% lo involve tike creation 
of iniai^Ls. and symbols represent ku- 
jvr ii.iLnr.il being* .md idea*. Some of 
(be L-urlienL evidtakLe {fiyikibolic be- 
IkJvitPUr iilBOeiaied MrilJk LheMiJdk: 
StLPtie A^i- sites in Africa. Due to Like 
rL-.MPL i :iii L>n of art and rdjgjoik, evi- 
dence L>f symbol Lsm in Lbc fossil 
vt Lords is indieaLive of a mind capa- 
ble of itli^ious ihu'iuphi. 

Orj^aELLStd Ibrakh of rdi^aOak are 
l>djevLd to luve begun around 1 1,000 
years a^j iak lEll- Near LlU. Al like Saikkc 
Line, ii is hIslp not ruled oul ibai teU- 
Ittoii may have tjdaed irnkpendendy 
iak several other plate* atouikd ibe 
world. Man's Lt:i nsiL ii>n Ib'ailiL a fiHid 


aailierer ihi Luhbalor leading a seLtled 
life b.is trandhrmed him in si^nificajki 
ways. Tikis seLLled lilesLyle developed 
llir uks oftei^iL>ik as a meaak* Lpl pn?- 
vidinjjt stable »eial and ecornksuie hie. 
TIk bisiory orrci^ionbej^kn wiLlt die 

i iivei uiLKi l'pI' vvriuaa^ around .¥n“h> lit JE 
ij] the Near East. 

A MAh eeiiLury German ithool 
oflhou^ki depicts religion as evolv- 
ing with human eulmre. W riling Ls 
believed io have been fusi invekkted 
in either Surntfia or ancient 
Ej^ypL. T he pymakkid CCXLS Iniakk an- 
eicni E^ypl .Lru lpIjC lpE' Like oldest 
kmPYYrL religious uxli djibk^ io be- 
tween 2400^2300 BCE. 

In ancietii reUgious soeieiics, reti- 
gjoLisindiiioni arid l!>dicb were ttans- 

ii line J orally. Bul with Lite advem L>f 
W-tiLing, reli^iLPiJS ICjehUk^ Or riluuk 
Louldbe recorded aikd siipn.xl.WriLi[L|^ 
Lheitfote, enabled ruli^ionH llp develop 
L-ohetem and eomprclken^ive lU>l Lri - 
rial lySLeiris llkai njakliiiued independ- 
ent of Lime aakd pLce. Frmn Like au- 
lElotk A Sludy L>E"WL>rld’Y M : i -j l> r Reli- 
: ;i * ■ i h . f'lkuuY l :< i j h I i 1 1 i 3 ±lt CLhrripuny.l 



